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many plays do? Bernard Shaw is a conspicuous
and important dramatist today for the very
good reason, though by no means the only one,
that he has style: his manner of writing is his
own, and possesses distinction and a happy idio-
matic freshness. He is, quite independent of be-
ing a dramatist, one of the few admirable and
sound writers of the day.

With characterization and dialogue to his credit,
we may add that he has a gift, over and above all
that industry can do to develop it, for the dra-
matic nexus of a story blossoming in stfene and
situation: and we might define a situation as a
ijscene at its tensest moment of interest. All the
reiterated careless talk about Shaw's having no
theatre sense for curtains and climaxes is comi-
cally erroneous, as I trust the discussion of the
dramas in sequence has shown; it overlooks his
constant and brilliant control and manipulation
of the raw material of the theatre in such wise as
to give us scenes of all but unexampled power.
Even in a play like " Getting Married," which
might be named as the least dramatic of his reper-
tory, when we have listened straight through to
the vivid battledore and shuttlecock of an argu-wo less an his-ceshy;                         | |
